
 

 
 
Dear Applicant 
 
My name is Dr. Antonio Olmedo and I am writing to you as the current Pathway 
Leader for the MSc Education (Policy and International Development).  I am 
pleased to have offered you a place on the programme for the coming academic 
year and want to take this opportunity to introduce myself and highlight the key 
features of the programme, as well as sharing the success of last year’s students 
and insights into the experiences thus far for those who joined us in September. 
 

Introducing myself 

I am a relative newcomer to the University of Bristol as I only joined in January, 2018. Before that I 
worked at the University of Roehampton and the UCL Institute of Education in London, where, for a 
number of years, I taught in similar programmes in Education Policy and Education Leadership and 
Managements. My work rests within the fields of education policy analysis and sociology of education, 
with a specific focus on the role of the private sector in education; neoliberal policies and the creation 
of quasi-markets; and global networks, international organizations, policy advocacy, philanthropy and 
edu-businesses.  I am a member of the Research Centre for Comparative and International Research in 
Education (CIRE).  
 
Key Features of the Pathway  
As a student on the Policy and International Development pathway you will join a thriving educational 
research community. Each of the pathway units examines different aspects of the relationship 
between education, social justice and sustainable development.  Assignments are carefully designed 
to allow students the freedom to pursue their own professional and research interests and read 
further about education in the contexts that they care about most.  
 
Development is a concern for all countries and global issues can only be fully understood through 
examining their effects and interpretations in diverse contexts, in both the global South and the global 
North. That includes the city of Bristol. Hence, as part of the Education, Peace and Sustainable 
Development unit we will put you in touch with a local school or community education initiative. 
 
In addition to studying and attending lectures, we have a busy programme of seminars, conferences 
and social events that you are encouraged to take part in. We work with some of the UK’s leading 
experts in a variety of fields and there is no doubt that at some point during the year you will meet 
experts in the field of Education and have opportunities to hear about their work. You will be invited 

http://www.bristol.ac.uk/education/research/centres-networks/cire/


to join one of our Research Networks or Centres which provide excellent opportunities to meet with 
and collaborate with other students from different disciplines.   

You can expect the studying at Bristol to lead to exciting opportunities. Recent graduates from the 
MSc Education programme are now heading up departments in education ministries, leading 
international schools, working within international development organisations and designing training 
programmes for industry. Read more about our alumni journeys from our 100 stories website.  A few 
are still with us, now studying for doctorates.  

Your decision to pursue the MSc Education (Policy and International Development) at Bristol is a great 
choice, and we are confident that you will not only enjoy the academic challenges but also the 
personal ones. 
 
In order to support preparations for your arrival please bookmark our ‘New Student Webpages’.   
These webpages will contain information and reminders on pre-arrival tasks to support your academic 
study. 
 
If you have any questions about the programme or would like any support in helping you prepare for 
your programme, please do contact us. 
 
Kind Regards 
 
 
Dr. Antonio Olmedo 
Reader in Education Policy  
Pathway Leader MSc Education (Policy and International Development) 
School of Education 
University of Bristol 
 
 
If you are not already following us on Twitter we recommend you do so.  This is a great way to start 
becoming part of the SoE community and we would love to hear from you on your reasons for 
applying, aspirations and preparations for arrival by using the #MySOEBristol and tagging us 
@SoEBristol.  
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